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EDITORIAL NOTES 


HIE praise of the Bible at this time is universal. Even 

as a literary production it is in the foremost rank. More 

quotations have been made from it by writers than from 
any other work published. Its greatness and beauty, how- 
ever, can be best appreciated by those to whom it is a lamp 
unto the feet and a light unto the path. In the study of this 
book as the Word of God we learn that, “The statutes of the 
Lord are right, rejoicing the heart; the commandment of the 
Lord is pure, enlightening the eyes.” (Psalm 19:8.) 

Happy and thrice blessed are the Christians who, as Paul 
says to Timothy, from their youth have known the Scriptures, 
“which are able to make wise unto salvation through faith 
which is in Christ Jesus.” And the apostle adds: 

“All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profit 
able for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in 
righteousness: That the man of God may be perfect, thor- 
oughly instructed in all good works.” 

The Roman Catholic Church has inflicted the greatest dam 
age upon the people by withholding the Bible from them and 
not making it accessible to all. When there is a Bible in every 
Catholic home the rule of the Pope and priest will be at an end, 
and the way to God will be open to every one. 

Within this awful volume lies 

The mystery of mysteries. 
Happiest he of human race 

To whom God has given grace 

To read, to fear. to hope, to pray, 
To lift the latch and learn the way. 
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Rome’s Great Losses, the Gain to Protestantism 

The statement of the Rev. Thomas F. Coakley, secretary of 
Bishop Regis Canevin of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Pitts 
burg, Pa., that 40,000,000 Roman Catholics had been “lost” 
to the Roman Catholic Church in the United States, should 
be widely circulated. Priest Coakley said, as reported in the 
Pittsburg papers January 16, 1911: 

“This is one of the saddest pages in the history of the Ro- 
man Catholi¢ Church in America, To-day we have in round 
numbers 15,000,000 Catholics in the United States. Had we 
held fast to those who came to our shores we should have at 
least 40,000,000, for the leakage has been well-nigh startling. 
Everywhere throughout the length and breadth of this land 
we meet persons bearing ancient and venerable Catholic names 
who are now lined up against Christ and His Church.” 

While we do not question the priest’s statement that 4o,- 
000,000 Catholics have been “lost” to the Roman Church in 
this country, we do say that he is mistaken in declaring that 
thev are “lined up against Christ and His Church.” In the 
“Letter to Cardinal Gibbons” in the March Convertep CATH- 
oLic we proved by statistics, compiled by the highest authori- 
ties on the subject, that at least ten per cent. of the members 
of the various Protestant churches in the United States at 
present had been Roman Catholics. Surely the other 36,- 
000,000 were not “lined up against Christ.” But then, Priest 
Coakley accounts all Protestants “lined up” against the 
Church of Rome. We wish they were, in the sense that the 
word “Protestant” means a witness for the truth against error. 
\ genuine coin is the best proof that a false one is counterfeit. 
Protestantism is the religion of the Bible, and the whole world 
can see the difference between Protestant Christianity and 
Roman Catholicism. “By their fruits ye shall know them.” 
Wherever attention is called to this difference the Catholic 
people are enlightened, and many of them in making the 
comparison will desire to be partakers of the greatest good 
to the greatest number, which they see has been accomplished 
by the circulation of the Bible and the preaching of the Gospel. 
Catholics are breaking away from the Roman Church in every 
part of our country. 
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Failure of Roman Catholicism in Every Country 

There is no better field for missionary work in this genera- 
tion than the evangelization of the Catholics in the United 
States; and we are sorry to say there is no subject less dis- 
cussed by the pastors of Protestant churches than the com- 
parison between Romanism and Protestantism. We know the 
reasons for this neglect, but it would raise a storm if we ex 
plained them. And yet the people in the churches want such 
sermons as will enable them to give a reason for their faith. 
“Leave the Catholics alone; they are our neighbors and have 
their own religion,” can be heard on every side. But the Ro 
man Catholic religion has not been a blessing to any country, 
and has not made the people children of God. The Catholics 
themselves see this, and by sad experience they know there is 
nothing in that system which can bring them to the level of 
Protestant Christians. It has been tried for a thousand years, 
and its work has borne only lamentable results. The people will 
come out of it if the descendants of the converted Catholics of 
Keformation times will welcome them; and they will treat the 
Papal power, which is such a menace to our free institutions, 
after the same manner as the Catholics of the Reformation pe- 
riod,and as those of Italy, France and Portugal in our time have 
dealt with it. The American people are asleep while the Catho 
lics in Europe are wide awake on the subject of Roman Cathol- 
icism. A robust Protestantism is needed in this country, both 
to preserve our liberties and to enlighten the Catholics. Let 
the members of the churches request their pastors to preach 
Protestant sermons, and they will have large congregations. 
Giod will be glorified, His truth exalted, souls will be con 
verted and America will be saved from the yoke of Rome. Ref 
ormation sermons will interest the people and make the Roman 
hierarchy keep their hands off our free institutions. 
Catholic Names in All Protestant Churches 

\s Priest Coakley says, Catholic names can be found in 
large numbers in all Protestant churches in the United States 
hey are everywhere. The New York Christian Advocate, 
In its report of the proceedings of the last Philadelphia Con- 
ference of the Methodist Episcopal Church, said that among 
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the four preachers in that Conference who had died last year 
was the Rev. John O’Neill—one in four. There are numbers 
of others in the Methodist Church—and in all the Protestant 
churches—who “bear ancient and venerable Catholic names.” 
We know many whose names have been changed by dropping 
the 0’, as “Neal,” “Connor,” “Connell,” etc. When we were 
studying medicine in Cincinnati in the office of Dr. Newton, 
whose brother, Dr. Robert S. Newton, was the founder and 
first president of the New York Eclectic Medical College, we 
were always addressed by the Cincinnati physician and his 
patients and the business men of that city as Mr. Connor. 
Even to this day New England friends drop the O’ in their 
speech, as the great evangelist Dwight L. Moody used to do 
in introducing us at the Northfield Conference for Bible Study, 
the first of which we attended thirty years ago. It was always, 
even to the day of his death in 1899, “Father Connor.” In the 
State of Maine, one of its governors, a sound American Protes- 
tant, was named Connor. The Roman Catholic Church is 
losing its followers of Irish descent in the United States. *May 
their number increase. 


The Fathers of Catholic ‘Priests 

The Very Rev. Monsignor William J. White, 98 Richards 
street, Brooklyn, N. Y., preached to five hundred policemen on 
Ikaster Sunday, April 16, 1911, as reported in the Brooklyn 
Eagle the next day. He eulogized the force and compared the 
members to Sebastian, the soldier-martyr under Diocletian, 
and other militant saints whose histories are recorded in the 
Roman Breviary. 

It was a singular coincidence that the same week several 
police officers were brought before Commissioner Cropsey for 
various delinquencies. Among others, Lieutenant Sullivan 
asked for clemency because he had a son preparing for the 
priesthood! It is not known what effect this plea had in miti- 
gating the officer’s punishment. Some years ago a Catholic 
police*captain who had been convicted of bribery said he had 
two sons studying for the priesthood in Rome. The sons may 
be good men but the money to educate them has been dis 
honestly acquired. 
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An Angry Bishop and a New Italian Protestant Work 

Asbury Park, N. J., is a famous summer resort less than 
two hours’ journey from New York City. There is a large 
[Italian colony in that beautiful city by the sea which adjoins 
Ocean Grove, the great meeting-place of the Methodists. On 
Sunday, April 23d, there was confirmation in the Italian Ro- 
man Catholic Church by Bishop James A. McFaul, of Trenton, 
N. J., when one hundred boys and girls were presented to the 
bishop by the priest, Rev. Vincent Pieroni. The Asbury Park 
Evening Press, April 24, 1911, in its report of the service, 
said Bishop McFaul was very angry with the people and 
threatened to sell the church if they would not contribute 
more generously to the support of the pastor. Several mem- 
bers of the congregation left the church with loud exclama- 
tions—“swearing,” the paper said—declaring that they had 
contributed what was sufficient, and that the priest had made 
money by dances, rafiling a watch which he said had been pre- 
sented to him by the Pope, and other means. They also said 
the priest’s own ticket had won the watch. 

“Bishop McFaul told the Italians,” said the Evening Press 
report, “that they dressed as well as the Americans and made 
as much money, and that they should contribute just as liber- 
ally. A congregation of Irish-Americans of equal number 
would contribute at least $6,000 a year to the church.” 

One of the converted Italian priests who recently came to 
Christ’s Mission would do a good work in Asbury Park. 
“The wrath of man shall praise the Lord,” and the angry 
bishop may be the instrument of good to the Italians who 
have resented his denunciation. In all parts of the country 
the Italians are breaking away from the Roman Church. 
There is no more promising missionary work in the United 
States than among those people. Last month a new Italian 
Baptist Church was dedicated in Brooklyn under the auspices 
of Pastor A. Mangano. 


#Such a large number of subscribers have forgotten to send 
a remittance this year that it will not be possible to continue 
their names on the mailing list after this month. It is a pity 
that it is necessary to go to the labor and expense of sending 
them a letter to remind them of their forgetfulness or neglect. 
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Catholics Have the Best Chance for Poktical Preferment 

Confirmation of the statement in the April CoNvERTED CATH- 
otic that the Roman hierarchy had decreed that a man “of our 
race and religion” should be elected United States Senator 
from New York State this year has come from many sources. 
Thomas Mott Osborne, of Auburn, N. Y., referred to the sub- 
ject in a public address in New York City, April 17th, and 
the New York Press, April 19th, intimates that he may be 
summoned to the bar of the Senate at Albany for contempt, 
because he spoke the truth. “Boss” Murphy, of Tammany 
Hall, effectually carried out the orders of the hierarchy in hav- 
ing Judge James A. O’Gorman elected when William F. Shee- 
han had been opposed by the “insurgent” Democrats. Bishop 
Patrick A. Ludden, of Syracuse, N. Y., is jubilant that his 
joke about the Irishman and Catholic had such a telling effect. 
It will be remembered that he said last January that when a 
good Democrat up the State had importuned the local leader 
of the party for a nomination the latter said: 

“You couldn’t be elected because you’re an Irishman, and 
that’s ag’in you; you're a Catholic, and that’s ag’in you; and 
your name is Murphy.” 

That day is evidently past and gone in American politics. 
To be a Roman Catholic is a distinction that the political lead- 
ers cannot ignore. Rather is it a qualification for such an 
office as Chief Justice of the United States Supreme Court, 
“he highest in the gift of President Taft. Chief Justice White 
is doubtless a worthy man, but he is a devoted Roman Cath- 
olic, imbued with “Jesuit logic,” as Archbishop Ireland said. 


The Roman Church Attacks Mayor Gaynor 

The Hon. William J. Gaynor, Mayor of New York City, 
has become a national figure in the political life of the United 
States. He was born in New York State, of Irish Roman 
Catholic parents, and in his youth was a member of the teach- 
ing order of the Christian Brothers. When he left that com- 
munity he studied law and became eminent in his profession, 
rising to the Supreme Court bench of the State. When elected 


to the mayoralty he resigned from the court, giving up a 
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salary of $17,500 to accept that of $10,000 from the city. He 
has been a most efficient Mayor, as he'was a great judge. He 
has been opposed and denounced by such Roman Catholic 
politicians as City Magistrate Corrigan, nephew of the late 
Archbishop Corrigan, who thought he was slighted when 
the Mayor appointed William G. McAdoo chief city mag- 
istrate. An esteemed friend, a member of the police force, 
informs us that Mr. McAdoo is a good Protestant. 

The bigoted followers of the Pope cannot forgive Mayor 
Gaynor for having renounced the Roman Catholic Church. 
But the American people will sustain the Mayor whose integ- 
ritv is acknowledged by all good citizens. 


Stormy Scenes at Christ’s Mission 

The stormy scenes that have characterized the services in 
Christ’s Mission this season, where so many Roman Catholics 
have been present every Sunday, have been the means of put- 
ting into practice the admonition of Paul to Timothy: 

“The servant of the Lord must not strive; but be gentle 
unto all, apt to teach, patient, in meekness instructing those 
that oppose themselves; if God peradventure will give them 
repentance to the acknowledging of the truth.” 

[t requires much more grace to be patient with Catholic 
women, such as the three who disturbed the meeting on April 
23rd. As they occupied seats in different parts of the 
chapel, and toward the close of the service arose almost at 
the same time, with exclamations that the Roman Catholic 
Church was the only true Church and the Protestant churches 
were ali wrong, it was evident that they had been instructed 
by some priests to act in concert. Pastor O'Connor had 
referred to the violation of the seal of confession by bishops 
and priests, and warned the people against such false teachers, 
when the disturbance began. As the women, who were well 
dressed and seemingly respectable, continued shouting, Pastor 
O’Connor intoned the hymn, “All Hail the Power of Jesus’ 
Name,” in which the whole congregation joined. When the 
women were leaving the chapel he invited them to come again 
and bring their priests with them. 
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SERVICES IN CHRIST’S MISSION 
No. 331 West 57th St., New York 


JAMES A. O’CONNOR, PASTOR 


OMAN CATHOLICS in large numbers have always at- 
tended Pastor O’Connor’s meetings. The fact that he 
had been a priest of their Church has attracted their 

attention, and when they have heard him or read his writings 
they have perceived that he was animated by the kindest feel- 
ings toward them, and that he earnestly desired their spiritual 
welfare. The continuance of his evangelical ministry in New 
York City for thirty-two years has also influenced them in 
attending the services in Christ’s Mission. The prominence 
of the location where the meetings have been held has also 
had the effect of drawing them. In the early years of the 
work there was no more central part of the city than the Ma- 
sonic Temple, Sixth avenue and ‘Twenty-third street, and 
afterwards the Mission building on Twenty-first street, near 


Sixth avenue, was no less desirable. As the center of popula- 
tion has moved uptown, the present Christ’s Mission building, 


No. 331 West Fifty-seventh street, near Broadway and Eighth 
avenue, is in the very heart of the city, and is most accessible 
jrom all parts of Greater New York, Jersey City and Newark. 

This year there have been more Catholics at the meetings 
in the chapel than in any previous season, and the subjects 
discussed by Pastor O’Connor have greatly interested them. 

The turbulent Catholic who interrupted the service by say- 
ing that Father Kean, of the Church of the Holy Name, had 
given him a Bible, and insulted Pastor O’Connor, as related 
in the April Convertep CATHOLIC, was present at several 
meetings. The following extracts from the letter of a gen- 
tleman who was present on this occasion will be read with 
interest : 

“You dealt with the man who claimed to have received a 
sible from his priest, some five or six years ago, most consid- 
erately and evidently made him feel ill at ease. It would be 
interesting to hear further proof of the gift and of his state- 
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ment that the priest had distributed a number of the Bibles 
among his people. If such a thing really happened there 
certainly would be some hope for that priest. 

“IT happen to know of a young lady who was studying in 
a convent in Canada, and one day she was discovered reading 
a Bible, when one of the nuns snatched it away from her and 
tore it into shreds and told her she had no right to read such 
a book. I think this is the usual attitude of priests and Roman 
Catholics generally toward those who read the Bible. 

“I was quite interested in your remarks on the recent notice 
given out that parents who sent their children to the public 
schools would be denied the sacrament. Of course the ulte- 
rior purpose of the priesthood is to wean away from the public 
schools as many of their children as possible and then to set 
up a claim that they were educating the youth of the country 
and were entitled to the public funds. After doing their 
utmost to have the Bible dropped from use in the public 
schools on the ground that public money should not be used 
toward supporting sectarian schools, what rank inconsistency 
there would be in demanding money for their bigoted paro- 
chial schools. There is no doubt these priests will make 
headway, unless the public mind is awakened to the danger and 
nails it in its inception. 

“I certainly hope you are right in your prediction that the 
power and influence of the Roman Catholic Church will de- 
cline, but I fear before it does it will have made some for- 
midable advances. The united way in which Catholics work 
is an element of great strength, and unfortunately this condi- 
tion is lacking in Protestant churches as a body, although I 
believe when some serious question is at issue all Protestants 
will stand shoulder to shoulder in maintaining its ground.” 


This letter also refers to the same incident: 


“New York, April 10, 191t. 
“Dear Pastor O’Connor: As one of the greatly interested 
auditors at your Sunday afternoon services, I wish to protest 
against the impertinence of that possibly sincere but bigoted 
Papist in coming forward and making a personal attack on 
you as he did last Sunday, and I trust you will not permit 
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him the same license again. He is utterly unable to reason 
calmly and logically, and only loses his self-control, which of 
course puts a stop to all discussion. He seems to forget that 
besides yourself there are a number of people in the congrega- 
tion who know just as much about Roman Catholicism as he 
does, and perhaps a little more, which is why a great many 
have come out of the Church. His attitude is that of the 
Roman Catholic Church throughout history, resorting to per- 
sonal abuse and vilification of those who have dared to with- 
draw from its fold. However, let us hope that he may learn 
to use the intelligence that God has given him, and some day 
he may be just as sincere a Christian as he now is a Roman 
Catholic. Yours very sincerely, Rie Ge 4. 


The letter of a Catholic gentleman who had been present 
when Bishop Robert L. Rudolph and Pastor O’Connor had 
been the speakers is also of interest in this connection: 
“Rev. JAMES A, O'Connor, 

“Rev. and Dear Sir: To-day at 3:30 p. m. I went on a little 
business to the neighborhood of your Mission, and quite unex- 
pectedly dropped in to note what was going on under your 
auspices. A Roman Catholic by training and education, I was 
not only surprised by the message and manner of the good 
Bishop Rudolph, whom you had invited to address the con- 
gregation, but decidedly edified as well. 

“Your own evangelical bearing and perfect sincerity of 
purpose impressed me so that I am impelled to say to you 
that the Roman Catholic Church lost a priest by nature and 
instinct when she lost you. If only, you could .have stayed 
like Savonarola and worked ‘reforms’ from within. 

“May God give you light and support to be His faithful 
servant and direct you by His mercy and grace, is the prayer- 
ful wish of, 

“Yours very sincerely, 


“J. B. Tostn.” 
The importance of a work like Christ’s Mission at the gate- 
way of the American continent cannot be overestimated. It 
appeals to all American Christians for support. 
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THE TERCENTENARY OF THE BIBLE 


The Three Hundredth Anniversary of the publication of the 
Authorized or King James Version of the English Bible was 
fittingly commemorated by the English-speaking peoples of 
the world during the months of March and April. Not only 
in London and New York, but in all the centers of civilization 
where the English language is spoken public meetings were 
held to commemorate this great event. It is a sad and painful 
commentary on the Roman Catholic religion that its followers 
were not included in this celebration. No stronger contrast 
could be presented than the enthusiasm of Protestants every+ 
where on this occasion and the silence of the Roman Catholics. 
The Roman Church does not love the Bible. When the people 
read it thev leave that Church, 


ss S& & 


The Books of the Bible 


BY FANNY J. CROSBY. 


God spake in Genesis, and said: 

Let there be light, and darkness fled; 
In Exodus, at His command, 

\ll Israel fled from Egypt’s land; 
Their laws, and what their tribes befell, 
Leviticus and Numbers tell: 

(;0d’s holy will again we see 

Contained in Deuteronomy. 


Then follow Joshua, Judges, Ruth, 
Two books of Samuel from his youth; 
\nd two of Kings, the record plain 

Of many a good and evil reign; 

Two books of Chronicles tell o’er 

Each monarch’s history heard before 
Their noble deeds of valor done, 

Their many battles fought and won. 


Historic words our hearts inspire 
From Ezra and from Nehemiah; 
\nd Esther shows the ways of God, 
While Job receives the chastening rod; 
The Psalms lift up the soul with praise, 
And Proverbs teach in homely phrase; 
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Ecclesiastes next comes on, 
And then the Song of Solomon. 


Isaiah now, with vision clear, 

Beholds a promised Saviour near, 
While Jeremiah lifts on high, 

For Israel's race, his humble cry; 
And Lamentations paints his grief 
That Zion weeps nor finds relief; 
Ezekiel, Daniel, each record 

The wondrous dealings of the Lord. 
Hosea, Joel, Amos too, 

And Obadiah, prophets true, 

O’er Israel’s faithless nation yearn, 
And warn from evil to return; 

Then Jonah, Micah, Nahum show 
God’s tender love and threatened woe; 
Habakkuk prays in words sublime, 
That ring through all succeeding time; 
Next Zephaniah, Haggai, 

Then Zechariah, Malachi, 

And we have passed in close review 
From ancient Scripture to the new. 


And now a Saviour’s birth behold, 
In Matthew’s Gospel sweetly told; 


Mark, Luke and John, His works disclose, 


His sufferings, death, and how He rose. 
In Acts the Holv Ghost descends, 

And Christ His kingdom wide extends; 
In Romans, lo! the apostle Paul 
Commends the gift of God to all; 
Corinthians and Galatians show 

The grace that everv soul may know. 
Ephesians and Philippians tell 

The zeal His.life portrayed so well; 
Colossians, Thessalonians, speak 

Of hope and comfort to the weak; 

In Timothy, Paul’s charge we find, 

In Titus, friendship warm and kind; 
Philemon shows how love constrains, 
While Hebrews ail the types explains; 
With James and Peter, John and Jude, 
And Revelation, we conclude 

The books that in God’s Word divine 
Like stars of endless glory shine. 
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We could fill pages of this number of the magazine with 
extracts from the Papal documents condemning the reading of 
the Bible; but a free and enlightened people will study God’s 
Word and learn from it the way of salvation in spite of all the 
anathemas of the Popes. Not only were all the Reformers 
condemned for translating the Bible into the mother tongue 
of the people, but as late as the year 1824 Pope Leo XII. 
issued an encyclical condemning all Bible societies. In 1844 
Gregory XVI. followed suit; and even Pius IX. in 1850 hurled 
anathemas at the free circulation of the Word of God. 


BARON PORCELLI ON ROME AND THE BIBLI 


Baron Alfred Porcelli is one of the few noblemen in England 
who is thoroughly conversant with Roman Catholicism, and 
writes on the subject learnediy and vigorously. He was a 
Roman Catholic in his youth, but has been soundly converted 
to the Protestant faith. In his frequent letters to the English 
Churchman he displays much scholarship on prophetic inter- 
pretation as well as on subjects relating to the controversy 
with Rome. In his latest letter (April 20th) to our excellent 
English contemporary, which is the leading evangelical or 
“low Church” paper in England, Baron Porcelli says: 

The most recent Catechism issued by Papal authority is 
the “Compendio della Dottrina Cristiana, prescritto da Sua 
Santita Papa Pio X.” (Rome: Vatican Press, 1906.) What 
Rome thinks of the Bible we learn on pages 270-273. It tells 
us that “the Truth of God is contained in Holy Writ and 
Tradition,” Holy Writ consisting of a collection of books “re- 
ceived by the Church as inspired.” We are also informed that 
though errors of transcription and of translation may exist in 
certain copies, still, in the “editions revised and approved by 
the Catholic Church, there cannot be errors in matters relating 
to faith or morals.” 

3ut when the question is asked: “May one read any trans- 
lation of the Bible?” we are met with the reply: “Persons may 
read those translations of the Bible which are recognized as 
sound by the Catholic Church and are accompanied by ex- 
planations approved by the same Church.” 

To the question: “Why may one only read those transla- 
tions which are approved by the Church?” the answer is 
given: “Because she alone is the legitimate custodian of the 
sible ; the Church alone cannot err in interpretation!” 
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Next we learn what we must do if some emissary of the 
Protestants gives us or offers to us a Bible. We must “reject 
it with horror, because prohibited by the Church;” or, if we 
have unthinkingly accepted it, we should “at once throw it 
into the fire, or give it to the parish priest.” 

In explanation of this loving order, we are told: “The 
Church prohibits Protestant Bibles because they are either 
falsified or erroneous, or lacking the Church’s approval and 
notes explanatory of obscure passages they may injure the 
faith.” At page 398 we are told that “Protestantism is the 
sum of all the Heresies which existed before it, which have 
still arisen, and which can arise in future to destroy souls!” 
Yet in the Latin version of 2 Chronicles xxiv:19, the faithful 
prophets are styled “Protestantes !” 

Would that we had such men of position and learning in 
the United States to proclaim their Protestant principles be- 
fore the Roman Catholic Church becomes so powerful that it 
can silence all opposition. 


Good “‘European Notes.’’—Miraglia’s Case 

The length of the article on the Caldwell sisters has crowded 
ut the Editor’s “European Notes” this month. But we give 
some very interesting items of foreign news relating to the 
Koman Catholic Church in the extracts from the Record of 
Christian Work, by Mr. Ernest Gordon. No American writer 
of our day is more conversant with European religious condi- 
tions than Mr. Gordon, who has lived much abroad, and who 
knows the European languages. 

In the “European Notes” for last November it was stated, 
m the authority of IVatson’s Magazine which a friend had 
sent us, that “Bishop” Miraglia, the Italian priest, had been 
deported by the United States Government. Several other 
papers had published the same story. On our return home we 
learned that, though he had been arrested and taken to Ellis 
Island for deportation, after investigation he had been re- 
leased. Miraglia had been a priest in Italy, but he had never 
been a bishop in the Roman Church, though he goes about on 
the streets and preaches in the Italian Protestant churches 
dressed in the vestments of a bishop. As he does not even pre- 
tend to be converted to the Protestant faith, it is confusing to 
the Protestant Italians to see him in their churche: 
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THE CALDWELL SISTERS—MEMORIAL , 
SERVICE 


MEMORIAL SERVICE for the Baroness von Zedtwitz 
and her sister, the Marquise des Monstiers-Merinville, 
was held in Christ’s Mission, April 9th, when Pastor 
James A. O’Connor gave an historical sketch of the career of 
each of those ladies who a few years ago had renounced the 
Roman Catholic faith and accepted the principles of Prot- 
estantism. Those sisters—Mary Gwendolen Caldwell and 
Elizabeth Caldwell—came into prominence more than twenty 
years ago when they established a Roman Catholic University 
at Washington, D. C. Their father, who was of English 
Protestant stock, had acquired considerable wealth in Ken- 
tucky, where he had married a member of the well-known 
Breckenridge family. The parents died while the two girls— 
their only children—were yet young, and the wily Roman 
Catholics who surrounded the orphans placed them in the 
care of nuns, who tried every means to induce them to become 
founders of a Catholic sisterhood, like the Lady Abbesses of 
European institutions. Day and night for many years those 
wealthy young women were watched and closely guarded by 
astute Roman Catholics, who were able to keep at a distance 
their Protestant relatives. Finally, to rid themselves of the 
annoyances and threats with which they were pestered, the 
elder sister contributed $300,000 for the establishment of a 
Catholic University at Washington, and the younger sister 
gave $50,000 for a hall of divinity. They had formally ac- 
cepted Roman Catholicism without understanding much 
about it, like many other rich Protestants who are drawn into 
the Papal net by Jesuitical trickery. 
The elder sister married the Marquis des Monstiers-Merin- 


ville, and the younger became the wife of a German nobleman, 


BLA ALL ALLOA! A LLL LOALRPPBELALL A APPAR LE LLBAS ALLA A DEA dN: 


the Baron von Zedtwitz, who represented his country in the 
diplomatic service as minister to Mexico. Two years after 
the marriage the Baron von Zedtwitz lost his life when his 
yacht came into collision with that of the German Emperor at 
Kiel. 
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The Catholic University founded by the Caldwell sisters 
before they were married was intended to promote the higher 
education of American priests, but it has been little more than 
a laughing-stock to the men of scholarship who have observed 
its course. The founders desired that Bishop John L. Spald- 
ing, of Peoria, Illinois, whom they had known in Kentucky, 
should be the first President of the institution, but Cardinal 
Gibbons preferred Bishop Keane, of Richmond, Virginia, and 
the latter was appointed. Dr. Spalding was something of a 
scholar, which Keane was not, and the Caldwells, incensed at 
the appointment of a man who had no adequate learning for 
the position, lost all interest in the university. This was not 
generally known, however,—for the Roman Church is most 
secretive about its policy, and especially its dissensions and 
scandals—until the elder Caldwell sister made her famous 
declaration of renunciation of Roman Catholicism in 1904 in 
the following terms: 

In an interview with the representative of the Associated 
Press in Rome the distinguished lady gave him this document: 


“Rome, October 30, 1904. 
“To the Editor of the Associated Press: 
“You have my full permission to print the enclosed and give 
it as wide a publication as possible. 


“Yours truly, 
“MARQUISE DES MONSTIERS-MERINVILLE.” 


Dear Editor: It may interest some of our readers to know 
that the Marquise des Monstiers-Merinville, formerly Miss 
M. G. Caldwell, who, it will be remembered, founded the Ro- 
man Catholic University at Washington some years ago, has 
entirely repudiated her former creed. In an interview with 
me the other day she said: 

“Yes, it is true that I have left the Roman Catholic Church. 
Since I have been living in Europe my eyes have been opened 
to what that Church really is, and to its anything but sanctity. 

“But the trouble goes much further back than this. Being 
naturally religious, my imagination was early caught by the 
idea of doing something to lift the Church from the lowly 
position w hich it occupied in America, so I thought of a uni- 
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versity or higher school where its clergy could be educated, 
and, if possible, refined. 

‘Of course, in this I was greatly influenced by Bishop 
Spalding, of Peoria, who represented it to me as one of the 
greatest works of the day. When I was twenty-one I turned 
over to them one-third of my fortune for that purpose. 

“But for years I have been trying to rid myself of the 
subtle yet overwhelming influence of a Church which pre- 
tends not only to the privilege of being ‘the only true Church,’ 
but of being alone able to open the gates of Heaven to a sor- 
rowful, sinful world. 

“At last my honest Protestant blood has asserted itself, and 
I now forever repudiate and cast off the yoke of Rome.” 


A great and wholesome sensation was produced in the re- 
ligious world by this publication. There could scarcely be 
more surprise if the Pope himself had declared his emancipa- 
tion from the yoke of the Jesuits. 

When the Caldwell sisters returned to America in 1905 the 
Jesuitical agents of the hierarchy sought to annoy them in 
every way possible. In THe CoNvertep Catuotic for Jan- 
uary, 1906, there was a brief article referring to these petty 
persecutions. This called forth the following letter 


“New York, January 18, 1906. 
“To the Editor of THe CoNnvertep CATHOLIC: 

“Dear Sir: My attention has been called to an article in 
the January number of THe Convertep CarHotic concerning 
my present attitude toward the Church of Rome. Will you 
allow me space in your next publication to make a few correc- 
tions which various daily papers have omitted to do in éon- 
nection with my visit to Peoria? 

“T wish to emphasize the fact that I did not visit Bishop 
Spalding to seek reinstatement in the Roman Catholic Church. 
Nothing could be farther from my intention. The visit had 
nothing of a social character, and was extremely unwelcome to 
him, to his family, and his immediate surroundings. 

“T wish to contradict the false report that Bishop Spalding 
has ever been the guardian of my sister or me. He never has 
had any authority whatever over us. My parents never saw 
him or even knew of his existence, and there is no kinship 
whatever between his family and mine. He was presented 
to us by Catholic nuns in our youth, in order to prevent our 
escape from Roman influence on leaving school. 
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“A system of domination, terrorism and intrigue has been 
practiced on us since my father’s death, and we were con- 
stantly made to feel and even told that our emancipation from 
Rome meant our disappearance from life. It was owing to 
threats of this kind that my sister decided to make her renun- 
ciation of Popery a public matter, and thus thwart the criminal 
projects of the Church of Rome. 

‘I wish to repeat and request that you cause it to be known 
as far as it lies in your power that I have renounced abso- 
lutely the Roman Catholic Church, and repudiate its corrupt- 
ing tendencies. BARONESS VON ZEDTWITZ.” 


Soon after the publication of this clear and forcible state- 
ment, the Baroness von Zedtwitz gave a full explanation of 
her reasons for renouncing Roman Catholicism in a volume 
with the title, “The Double Doctrine of the Church of Rome.” 

The substance of the Baroness von Zedtwitz’s book was 
contained in an article which she had prepared for the North 
American Review. She entrusted the manuscript to Pastor 
O’Connor, who took it to the office of the magazine and 
handed it to Mr. Munroe, the managing editor. After many 
davs the article was returned to the Baroness, who wrote to 
Pastor O’Connor, under date of February 3d, 1906: 

“Mr. Munroe replied this morning that after weighing the 
matter of my article and giving it all his consideration he feels 
it has less claim on the magazine than others which are con- 
tinually asking for space. When we remember that his 
Review has been the mouthpiece of Bishop Spalding, and 
also of Archbishop Ireland, I fear the tone of my article was 
too aggressive for their conciliatory spirit. My sister says 
that the Review has shown Catholic tendencies in publish- 
ing essays by Roman Catholic prelates.” 

During the residence of the sisters in New York that season 
Pastor O’Connor had many interviews with the Baroness, who 
recounted their sad and painful experience with the Roman 
prelates. Their lives had been threatened, their employees 
tampered with, and spies set upon their actions. Notwith- 
standing that the Baroness had denounced the whole Roman 
Catholic system, Archbishop Ireland called to see her in New 
York on his way to Rome and begged for money. He told 
her that if she gave him fiftv thousand dollars he would obtain 
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a cardinal’s hat in Rome and return to America the peer of 
Cardinal Gibbons. She indignantly refused and told him he 
was not the only Roman Catholic ecclesiastic who would be 
guilty of simony. After a residence of some months in New 
York the Caldwell sisters returned to Europe, where they 
said they would be more safe from Papal persecution. 

In October, 1909, the Marquise des Monstiers-Merinville, 
whose health had been poor for many years, was returning to 
America with her suite when she died as the steamer was 
entering the harbor of New York. In the following month 
the Baroness von Zedtwitz came to New York, and on No- 
vember 6th sent the following letter to Pastor O’Connor: 


Drar Dr. O’Connor:—Perhaps you know of the sad, tragic 
death of my beloved sister, who never lived to reach these 
shores, where she wanted to die. Her end occurred on the 
steamer coming over. Thank God, she was true to the end 
to her detestation of Papism and died in the religion of our 
ancestors. I hope to leave for Kentucky next week to bury 
her in the Protestant Episcopal cemetery there. The Catho 
lics have tried and are trying to hush up all mention of my 
dear sister, fearing some sort of declaration from me at her 
funeral. I think, however, if I could gather some earnest 
ministers around me I should make a last declaration of her 
feelings at her death. I should so like to see you before | 
leave next week and talk over some matters. 


Very sincerely yours, CALDWELL VON ZEDTWITZ. 


In presenting her portrait to the pastor of Christ’s Mission, 
this noble lady expressed her cordial sympathy with the work 
over her autograph: 
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The funeral service for the Marquise was held in Grace 
Protestant Episcopal Chtirch, New York. During the brief 
stay of the Baroness in New York Pastor O’Connor saw her 
several times, and on each occasion the conversation was on 
spiritual lines. She listened with the greatest interest as he 
explained the evangelical faith that brings the believer into 
personal relation with Christ. In all his interviews he sought 
to present Christ as the loving Saviour, ever living to make 
intercession for us, and able to save all who call upon His 
name. He never asked her for money, as during all the years 
of the work of Christ’s Mission he has not personally solicited 
help from individuals. But when the work was transferred 
to the present building, in 1997, the Baroness sent him a check 
for $300.00; and again in 1909 $500.00, toward the payment of 
the mortgage for $7,500.00, which was canceled that year. 

When he went to Europe last year he hoped to see this 
lady, and perhaps she would have contributed something sub- 
stantial toward the payment of the remaining mortgage for 
$15,000.00. While in Europe he received several letters from 
her. In July, 1910, she wrote: 


Dear Dr. O’Connor:—I was so pleased to know you were 
going to take a rest this summer and that your friends in 
Europe would see something of you. I had hoped very much 
you would come over in June, so that you could have more 
time over here. How long do you expect to stop in Paris, 
and when do you think of coming to Switzerland? I remain 
in Switzerland all this month, and I shall only return to 
Frankfort (where my boy is pursuing his studies) about the 
5th of August. It will be such a pleasure to see you again and 


hear of the progress of your good work in America. I really 
feel the Papacy is at last tottering. This present Pope with 
his medizval policy will bring it, I hope, soon to an end. The 
first thing to work for is, of course, to weaken the influence of 
Rome in America by unmasking the insincerity and intrigues 


of the Roman Catholic hierarchy. 
[ shall look forward with pleasure to reading the former 
Paulist’s book which you are so kindly sending to me. 


Very sincerely yours, CALDWELL VON ZEDTWITZ. 
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From Frankfort-on-the-Main she wrote on August 2ist: 

Dear Dr. O’Connor :—You do not know with how much in- 
terest I am reading the “Letters to Pope Pius X.,”’ by the 
Paulist priest, which you sent me. It is truly admirable and 
of much power. It is just the book for America, for it is a 
summary of all the crying complaints against Rome on the 
historical, critical and religious side. You afforded me a keen 
pleasure in sending it, I assure vou. I have written to the 
author, expressing my appreciation of his work and the man- 
ner in which he presents his ideas. I think the book should 
be widely disseminated in the United States, and I should like 
in some way to contribute to this end. What do you think of 
the placing of some thousands of copies with you in New 
York, either for sale or to be distributed? The book deserves 
wide recognition for its intrinsic merit. If this appeals to you 
I shall be most glad to adopt the plan I proposed. I hope, if 
my own health improves, to publish something on the order 
of “Memoirs.” Wishing you a happy and delightful holiday, 
and that you may be long preserved to continue your excellent 
work at home, Very sincerely yours, 


CALDWELL VON ZEDTWITZ. 


The health of the Baroness did not improve, and on October 
14th the following letter was received from her secretary: 

Dear Str:—The Baroness von Zedtwitz asks me to tell you 
that she has safely received your letter and the papers you 
have so kindly sent her. She has been too ill lately to attend 
to any correspondence, but as soon as she is stronger she 
hopes to write to you herself. 


Faithfully yours, W. M. H. Smyrue. 


The Baroness died in Frankfort on December 14, 1910, and 
in April of this year the body was brought to this country and 
buried by the side of her sister in the Protestant cemetery, 
Louisville, Kentucky. The cause of Protestantism has suf- 
fered a great loss in the departure of those sisters. But their 
secession from the Roman Catholic Church will be an object- 
lesson to all Americans that it is not wise or salutary in re- 
ligious or social life to favor Romanism. 
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Foreign Roman Catholic News 


ERNEST GORDON IN THE “RECORD OF CHRISTIAN WORK” 
ANTI-CLERICALISM IN SOUTH AMERICA 


The Allgemeine Rundschau, a Catholic organ of Munich, re- 
ports that the authorities in Rome are engaged in efforts to 
restore the life of Roman religion in South America. Great 
numbers of Belgian, French, German, Slavic, Italian and Span- 
ish priests yearly cross to this southern world to care for 
schools, seminaries and parishes. The Steyler Missionary 
Society alone announces the number of its agents—priests, 
nuns, lay brethren, etc.—in Brazil, Argentina and Chile as 314. 
The Steyler Missionsbote reports (1910, p. 189) that 


“the hostility to Romanism is so great that to take part in 
religious congresses in Brazil requires real courage. On all 
sides is contempt and bitter ridicule.” 


It is alleged that 


“for the giant task of the religious reform of Latin America 
far greater resources must be gotten together. The people, 
the government and even some of the native clergy wish no 
addition to the force of priests, and look with suspicion on any 
increase in their numbers. It requires more than ordinary 
caution not to precipitate the expulsion of foreign monks and 
nuns by the governments. When one knows that priests, in 
order to avoid difficulties, actually must first disembark in a 
neighboring state, only afterwards proceeding to their real 
destination, one can understand that a large and immediate 


increase in the number of clergy would rather disturb than 
assist the work of reform.” 





CLERICAL MOBILIZATION 





IN BELGIUM 





In the Revue Moderniste Internationale M. Cauderlier de- 


scribes the intrenched position of the Church of Rome in 
Belgium. 


“The situation is exceedingly grave and nearly hopeless for 
men and parties which represent modern aspirations. Rome 
has bound dogma together with material interest with a 
shrewdness and system which finds no parallel in Europe. 
Thus, for example, the clergy direct 6478 church schools with 
libraries and continuation courses. They have organized 57 
agricultural federations to a single one of which, that of 
Louvain, 52,380 members are attached. The Church’s 1070 
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cooperative associations have 63,105 members; its 521 garden- 
ing and bee-keeping associations, 43,285 members; its 382 
societies for raising cattle, 17,425 members; its 344 groups 
for raising goats, rabbits and swine, more than 100,000 mem- 
bers; its 1073 groups for horse-raising, 87,000 members. It 
has called into life 618 saving societies, 1754 societies of vari- 
ous types of agricultural insurance with 171,660 members, 
and 672 subsidized Catholic professional schools. There are 
81o1 Catholic societies of mutual help to 99 of liberal origin. 


In all, this Catholic alliance counts 4381 societies with 623,000 
members! 


“Five years ago the clerical organizing movement was con- 
fined to the country. It is now reaching into the towns. There 
are already 780 non-agricultural Catholic codperative societies 
against 166 socialist. While it has taken the socialists 25 years 
to group together 68,513 persons in workmen’s unions, the 
Catholic authorities have brought 50,000 into similar unions 
in five years. In 1910 the Catholics increased 20 per cent.; the 
socialists diminished 8 per cent.” 

In all these associations the priest and his vicars are 
ex-officio members of the council. It is stipulated in their 
constitutions that every member shall be of the Catholic faith, 
that he shall take in no socialist or politically liberal news- 
paper or review, that he shall go to no reading room where 
such literature is exposed, that he shall attend no meeting 


which is presided over by the clergy’s political opponents. 
GOOD MIXED MARRIAGES 


Steady leakage in Germany from Roman Catholicism to 
Protestantism is in part explained by the character of mixed 
marriages. Romanist men are far more inclined to marry 
Protestant women than Protestant men Romanist women. 
In Prussia in 1907 the relations were 13 6-10 as against 7 I-10, 
or nearly double. For every one hundred purely Romanist 
marriages, there are of marriages between Romanist men and 
Protestant women in Saxony 121, in Pomerania 175, in 
Brandenburg 267, in Berlin 299, and in Schleswig-Holstein 
401. On the other hand, there is no place in Germany where 
purely Protestant marriages are exceeded by marriages of 
Protestant men to Romanist women. Protestant mothers rear 


the preponderating number of the children in the evangelical 
faith. 
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\NTI-MODERNIST 


The last congress of German university professors held at 





Leipzig declared through the appropriate committee that no 
Roman Catholic professor taking the anti-modernist oath im- 
posed by the Vatican could at the same time be a member of 
the general association of German professors. All such are 
declared to have forfeited the honorable place of free inves- 








tigators. 
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SPANISH CLERICALS TO TOLERATION 








El Cristiano, of Madrid, reports a speech of the great Carlist 
orator and deputy, Vasquez Mella, at a recent banquet: 






“Tt is necessary that we Catholics bind ourselves closely to- 
gether, for the moment of battle is coming, when we must 
drop the pen for the sword. Then the orator will lapse into 
silence but the cannon will roar.” 




















The same paper quotes a speech from Sr. Diaz Aguado y : 
Salaberry in the present Cortes which, literally translated, 


ashe 


reads thus: 


“The State considers these doctrines (Protestant Christian- 


ity) evil, since the word toleration could never be applied to ; 
et . . . ¢ 
good things. One tolerates evil; one desires, longs for, and 3 
stretches every nerve to obtain the good. Therefore, the con- 3 
stitution merely tolerates doctrines which are anti-Catholic 7 
and not in conformity with the Christian faith. It considers q 
them evils and holds that every law and statute concerning 
them should be given a restrictive interpretation.” 

All Protestant churches Sr. Salaberry would have closed 
and padlocked. : 

GOOD NEWS FROM PORTUGAL 

Numbers of the Portuguese clergy are appealing to the gov- 
ernment for the abolition of celibacy. The laity is agitating i 
for the abandonment of compulsory confession, of the sale of 
pardons and indulgences, of the worship of relics and images; j 


also for the use of the vernacular in public services. A trans- 
lation of the New Testament by Father de Figueirdo is helping 
on the reform moveme::t. The government gives life pensions 
to the secular clergy of the disestablished church. It has also 
taken steps to suppress indecent literature and is to move 
against gambling. 
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Plotting Against Portugal 


Americans who have recently visited Portugal are greatly 
pleased with the improvements that are already apparent in 
that country since the Republic was established, in October, 
1910. Judge Fort, of New Jersey, a former Governor of that 
State, who with a party of friends is making a tour of the 
world, in a letter to friends in East Orange, N. J., said he 
had found Lisbon a very interesting city. One of the things 
that particularly impressed him was the cleanliness and order- 
liness of the people. They are satisfied with the Republic and 
will maintain it. 

The indifference of our Government to the new Republic 
has excited comment everywhere. Mr. Henry S. Boutell, a 
former Illinois Congressman, was appointed minister to Por- 
tugal by President Taft last month, but when he reached Lon- 
don on his way to Lisbon his appointment to Portugal was can- 
celed. The atmosphere in England is not favorable to the new 
Republic, as King Manuel is still among the “Kings in Exile” 
in that country, and it is rumored that he will be invited to 
the coronation of King George V. in June. Portugal will not 
be represented. No reasons have been assigned for the can- 
cellation of Mr. Boutell’s appointment to Portugal. 

The Republic, however, is showing vigorous life. “The de 
cree separating Church and State has been issued. Pensions 
will be paid to the parish priests for a time, and the law for 
bidding priests to marry has been repealed. The Pope is very 
angry, but the Portuguese Government pays no attention to 
him. ‘We are not concerned as to what the Pope may say 
or do,” said President Braga recently. But the Pope and the 
Jesuits will endeavor to influence other nations against Por- 
tugal and encourage monarchist plots against the Republic. 

But for the unceasing vigilance of the Government and the 
support of the people, the monarchist and clerical plotters 
would have already started a revolution. <A dispatch from 


Lisbon to the New York Herald, April 27, 1911, said: 


“Several Portuguese monarchist plotters who were expelled 
from Tuy have taken up their residence at Pontevedra, four 
miles away, but many are still in Tuy. 
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“The provisional government sent Silva Passos, an impor- 
tant member of the republican organization, to inquire into 
the situation on the frontier, which the chief newspaper of 
the capital states is serious. 

“Plotting continues and the smuggling of arms into Por- 
tugal is extensive. Two chiefs of the smugglers have in- 
formed Silva Passos that they are now supplying thousands 
of rifles and revolvers to the monarchists. These are smug- 
gled across the river in fishing boats. It is the opinion that 
a monarchial movement is certain. A great sensation has 
been caused by the report.” 

It is well known that the young king in his hurried flight 
from Portugal did not take much money with him. But the 
Jesuit Order is very rich and will supply all the funds needed 
to overthrow the Republic. 

NEW YORK DIRECT TO PORTUGAL 

Poor Portugal, like all other nations and peoples that cast 
off the yoke of Rome, will be rich and prosperous in good 
time under the Republican régime. The New York Tribune, 
April 21st, announced that the Fabre line of steamers would 
establish a direct passenger, freight and mail service between 
this port and Portugal, beginning with the departure of the 
steamship Madonna from New York on May 12th. The Ma- 
donna will stop at Providence on her way east, and after call- 
ing at the Azores and Lisbon will proceed to Marseilles, her 
home port. The steamships of the line will maintain their old 
itinerary, including Naples, the new service to Portugal being 
practically a stop at Lisbon as a port of call. 


America Should Not Be Catholic 


When Cardinal Logue, of Ireland, was in this country last 


year he gave utterance to two sentences in his sermons at St. 
Patrick’s Cathedral in this city which drew forth replies from 
several ministers. Cardinal Logue said: “I expect to see 
America classed as a Catholic nation.” His second declaration 
was: “I never could see how any intelligent Christian could 
oppose Roman Catholicism.” 

These statements by the only Irish Cardinal were taken 
up by the Rev. Dr. W. P. Sachs, of St. Andrew’s Lutheran 
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Church, Pittsburg, Pa., in a sermon at Carnegie Hall, New 


York, when three thousand delegates to the Reformation Fes- 
tival of the Lutheran churches were present. Dr. Sachs, said 
the New York Tribune reports, stirred the great audience to 
enthusiasm, and he was frequently applauded during his ad- 
dress, from which we make the following extracts: 


When Cardinal Logue expressed the hope to see America 
classed as a Catholic nation he uttered more than a hope—he 
really issued a challenge to America, the challenge of Rome. 
Discredited and expelled from its ancient thrones in Europe, 
Rome is to-day sending her powers and her people and her 
balderdash to America. Already her ecclesiastical factories 
are running night and day fashioning the fetters 7. ig ye she 
hopes some day to have America bound. You see , I see it, 
and all the wise in places of power are seeing it. va the 
duty of necessity calls upon every free-born Christian of 
America again to take up arms of literary and pulpit polemic 
to educate the people of the pews to the real and greatest 
menace which confronts the America of to-day. 


And now, when this Cardinal tells America that he cannot 
see how any intelligent Christian can oppose Catholicism, he 
is challenging you and me to speak for America or to acknowl- 
edge his fiat. Here is where courtesy must give way to neces- 
sitv and plain speech alone must prevail, so I shall allow my- 
self to tell Cardinal Logue and his Church just why it is 
eminently intelligent to oppose Roman Catholicism, as we 
have learned to know it by its own histories and by its own 
confessions. All American Protestants should be righteously 
indignant over this Cardinal’s brazen insult and hurl it back 
into his teeth. 


We are justified in rejecting and condemning Roman Ca- 
tholicism because it teaches a double spiritual authority, 
Christ and the Pope, while the Scriptures teach only one; 
because Rome teaches polytheism and idolatry, while the 
Scriptures teach monotheism and true worship; because Rome 
teaches the worship and elevation of the wafer in the mass, 
while the Scriptures say “take, eat,” and “take and drink,” 
with never a word about bowing the knees to a piece of bread; 
because of the Roman faith in purgatory and penance, salva- 
tion in personal merit; because Rome teaches a union of 
Church and State under the authority of the Papacy, while 
the Scriptures teach their separation. 

And when you criticise Protestantism in the future, we de- 
mand that you do not heap a stigma of the godless world, with 
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all its lusts and sins, upon a Church and a people which has 
done more in the brief three hundred years of its existence for 
these United States and for the world, for free government, 
and even for the best element of your own Church, which has 
thrived in peace under the liberty and blessings of our flag, 
than the Roman Catholic Church has done for any one of these 
during the many centuries of its dark, superstitious. and 
bloody history. 


The Cuban Republic Prosperous 

\ despatch to the New York Tribune from Havana, April 
3, IQII, said: 

“The Cuban Congress reconvened to-day and received the 
Presidential message, in which President Gomez announced 
the continuance of peace and order throughout the Republic. 
In the last two years the public debt has been reduced 3$3,- 
465,000, and there has been unprecedented activity in the con- 
struction of railroads, highways and public buildings. The 
sugar crop has been large, in spite of the lack of rain, and the 
sanitary conditions in the island are excellent. 

“In his message the President points to the facts that the 
Civil Service Law is now in force, giving assurance of com- 
petent civil employees. The present prosperity of the coun- 
try, says the President. is most gratifving and the outlook is 
most encouraging.” 


BOUND VOLUMES OF “THE CONVERTED 
CATHOLIC” 
HOW TO GET ONE WITHOUT COST 


‘To any person who sends two new subscribers to THE Con- 
VERTED CATHOLIC we will send free the Bound Volume for 1909 
and 1910; or if you send one new subscriber we will send free 
the Bound Volume for any vear prior to 1909 that we have in 
stock, mentioned on third page of cover. This is a very lib- 


eral offer, and we should receive many new names by this 


means. 
Balance of Year 1911 for $1.00 
We will send the Magazine to any new subscriber for the 
balance ef this year, beginning with the April number, for 
one dollar. Address this office 
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Bits of Correspondence 


From Canada:—Enclosed please find my subscription for 
this year and also the subscription of a friend. The balance 
of the check is a small donation to your work. Do not pub 
lish my name in THe CoNverteD CaTHocic, as I send the 
Magazine to others. Praying that God will bless your labors 
more than ever and that you may enlighten the many Protes 
tants who do not understand what Roman Catholicism is. 


E. G. 


From Scranton, Pa.:—I came to know of you through that 
fine man, Bishop Robert L. Rudolph. Please send me THE 
CONVERTED CATHOLIC regularly. 

Some time ago I heard a Baptist minister say, “The Cath- 
olic Church is disintegrating and ceases to be a world power.” 
ls that statement true, and are there any statistics to prove it? 


W. H. K. 


[In reply to this good friend we sent him several copies of 
THe ConverteD CATHOLIC, where he can see that the Roman 
Church is disintegrating in the Catholic countries of Europe, 
but that it is progressing here in our country, because, for 
political and business reasons, it is favored by public men and 
influential Americans who are Protestants in name, but do not 
know what Romanism really is—the enemy of all liberty and 
a monstrous spiritual tyranny. | 


From Wisconsin :—It is over twenty years since I first sub- 
scribed for THe Convertep Carnuoric. The enclosed is to re 
new for another year. The Magazine is just lovely since you 
took off one of your gloves. The “nunnery glove” is still 
hanging on unbuttored. You stated in your last letter to me 
that some of your friends thought you were too severe. Did 
those friends ever read the first verse of the fifty-eighth chap- 
ter of Isaiah, or the thirty-third chapter of Ezekiel? If you 
are going abroad this vear let me know and I will send you 
$10.00 to help you along. God bless you and give you health 
and strength to continue the great work the Lord has sent you 
to do. Your friend in Christ, J. G. 
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From Ontario, Canada:—Praise God for what He is doing 
through your Magazine in all countries bound by the Roman 
Catholic Church. He is not forgetting South America, but is 
delivering precious souls there into the truth as it is in Christ 
Jesus, and whom the Son makes free is free indeed. Praise 
His holy name. M. B. M. 


From New York State’-—Enclosed find two dollars to ex- 
tend my subscription to Tir CoNveRTED CATHOLIC, and retain 
the extra fifty cents for your work. (Miss) A. B. M. 

[If all subscribers would remember the work in that way 
much more good could be done.] 


From Central America:—We thank the Lord for what you 
are doing, and we rejoice to see your Magazine month by 
month. Of the many periodicals that come to me, yours is the 
one that is invariably read from cover to cover. W. K. 


From Tennessee :—Please continue THE CONVERTED CATH- 
oLic to me for I9g1I, and excuse my remissness in delaying the 
enclosed check. God bless you in your arduous but most 
interesting and important work. Poor old Spain, too, is wak- 
ing up to throw off the heavy yoke of centuries. “The morn- 
ing light is breaking.” Surely we self-confident ones in this 
country cannot fail to see what is going on around us, and 
learn the full meaning of it. ie 


From New York:—I have enjoyed greatly your European 
Notes, and consider THe CoNvertep CATHOLIC has been kept 
fully up to its high standard of the past. Don’t worry about 
the “Letters to Cardinal Gibbons” being too long, as they are 
one of the most interesting features of the Magazine, at least 
so all of my family declare, and I am sure each one reads them. 
I wish you every success in your work. G. W. S. 


From Pennsylvania :—Protestantism is sleeping, while the 
enemy of liberty is busy. God save our country. The evil 
day will come, and woe to the Church of Rome. Skepticism 
will never join hands with Rome against the Bible, but when 
the day of blood comes the infidels will pour out their wrath 


on Rome’s head. (Rev.) J. J. K. 
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Kind Words 

THE CONVERTED CaTHoLic. Edited by Rev. James A. O’Con- 
nor. Vol. XXVII. January to December, 1910. $2.00. (New 
York: James A. O’Connor, 331 West Fifty-seventh street.) 

We wish this magazine had an English publisher, for it is 
needed in this country as much as in the United States. Some 
Protestants do not believe in “Converted Catholics;” they do 
not expect Romanists to be converted any more than they ex- 
pect the conversion of Jews. Still, the conversion of St. Paul 
was a great reality, and so was that of Martin Luther. And 
the Rev. James O’Connor, himself a converted Catholic, is able 
to tell year by year of numerous converts, including priests; 
and these would be more numerous still if Protestants had 
more faith and love. In this volume we read a good deal about 
“Father” Bartoli, who has been speaking in America, and in- 
variably employs the language of Christian love towards those 
from whom he has separated. Other Waldensian worthies 
are met with here, including Professor Clot, who has been 
representing his Church in the States for the past three years. 
There is much in these pages about Roman Catholicism in 
Europe, especially on the Continent, and the Roosevelt inci- 
dent is dealt with at length. The Editor’s letters to “Cardinal” 
Gibbons are as plain spoken as ever, and the sermons by emi- 
nent divines, interspersed through the volume, show how 
faithfuliy and ably the Gospel is preached in Christ’s Mission, 
New York. We trust Mr. O’Connor has benefited in health 
from his visit to Europe, and that he may soon be freed from 
anxiety regarding the debt on the Christ’s Mission building. 

The London English Churchman, April 13, 1911. 

[We thank our good evangelical contemporary for its kind 
words. All the English reformers of the sixteenth century 
had been Roman Catholics before they were converted. In 
the power of God and by the guidance of the Holy Spirit they 


cast off the yoke of Rome, as the converted Catholics of our day 


are doing. We hope all good Protestants will coéperate in the 
work. The annual subscription to THe CoNnvertep CATHOLIC 
is so small—$1.50—that many friends might like to send two 
dollars as more convenient. That would not be too much for 
the Magazine, and the small additional amount would greatly 
help the work. | 
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New and Interesting Books 


“\DONIRAM JupsoN Gorvon.” This biography, with letters 
and illustrative extracts drawn from his unpublished sermons 
and addresses, by his son, Ernest Gordon, is a work of the 
highest merit, a notable tribute to a great and good man and 
a faithful consecrated minister of Jesus Christ. This book. 
published in 1900, should have the everlasting attention of 
the lovers of truth, because it clearly exemplifies the char- 
acter of Paul’s “spiritual man,” who speaks “not in the words 
which man’s wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost 
teacheth; comparing spiritual things with spiritual.” It re- 
veals a life of intense and manifold activities, all inspired and 
controlled by the Holy Ghost, not only in the Clarendon Street 
Baptist Church, Boston, but in all Dr. Gordon’s writings. It 
is the history of the life and work of a great man and a faith- 
ful minister of Christ, beautifully told, and holds the reader's 
attention from beginning to end. 

Dr. Gordon was one of the factors in the conversion of the 
.ditor of Tue Convertep Catuocic at the first Bible Confer- 
ence at Northfield, Mass., where Dwight L. Moody and Ira D. 
Sankey also greatly helped him in opening his mind and heart 
to the truth and the love of God in Christ Jesus. Mr. Ernest 
Gordon is a gifted writer, whose biography of his distinguished 
father will have a permanent place in American literature. 
Fleming H. Revell Co., 158 Fifth avenue, New York. Price 
$1.50. 

“THE CHRISTIAN AS Protestant,” by Rev. Robert J. Drum- 
mond, D.D., Edinburgh. The purpose of this volume is to em- 
phasize some of the points on which a stand has been taken, and 
to show the reasons why the Roman Catholic Church is danger- 
ous to the true welfare of a country, and that it is an organiza- 
tion that should be regarded with severe condemnation. It is a 
recall of the hearts of men to their allegiance to the Son of God 


alone as their rightful Lord, and it is a protest, a great emphatic 
“No,” to all the assumptions of Pope or Priest. 


It has a complete 
index of its contents, and is a book of 284 pages. Samuel 
Bagster & Sons, 15 Paternoster Row, London, E. C. Eng- 
land. Price, 75 cents. 
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“PAPAL MERCHANDISE.” By Ernest Phillipps. The writer of 
this book has proven that the love of money by the Roman Cath- 
olic hierarchy became so great that to gain wealth the Papacy as- 
sumed temporal power ; she erected monasteries and convents, and 
invented the unscriptural vow of poverty; she claimed the power 
to grant indulgences: she invented the doctrine of purgatory 
and charges fees for saying masses for the dead. This “Popish 
store” has many departments, which is shown in this volume, all 
of which are run for the accumulation of wealth. 273 pages, with 
complete index. Chas. J. Thynne, 6 Great Queen street, 
Kingsway, London, W. C., England. Price, 75 cents. 


“Spain OF Topay From Wiruin.” By Rev. Manuel Andujar. 
Editor of El Defensor Cristiano, San Juan, Porto Rico. An in- 
structive, interesting narrative of a native of Spain, who knows 
his country well. Brought up a Roman Catholic, later on em- 
bracing the Protestant religion, the author became a minister of 
the Gospel. The stories of his travels in Spain will be found en- 
tertaining as well as instructive reading, as will be his glad narra- 


tive of the progress of evangelical work in that priest-ridden 


nation. The book is finely illustrated, and should be widely read. 
Fleming H. Revell Co., New York. 220 pages. Price, $1.25 


“My Reticion iN Everypay Lire.” By Rev. Josiah Strong. 
The question, “What does your faith really mean to you?” 
was asked of the author, and he answers it in this book in a 
way that makes it helpful to those who read it. His religious 
experience has covered a period of fifty years, and in telling 
his story he divides it in three parts—“How My Religious 
Experience Began,” “The Individualistic Point of View,” “The 
Social Point of View”—and in closing the author says, “My 
religion means to me loving and serving my fellowmen; not 
instead of loving God, but because I love God. ‘If we love not 
our brother whom we have seen, how can we love God whom 
we have not seen?” Price 50 cents. Baker & Taylor Co. 


New York. ; 


“THe Cominc Kino.” The author tells of his observations as 
to the workings of the Roman Catholic Church and its many 
delusions which it asks its people to believe. Price, 10 cents. 
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EDITOR O’CONNOR’S LETTERS TO 
CARDINAL GIBBONS 


Ninth Series 
No. 5 
331 West 57th St., New York, May, 1911. 

Sir:—The student of history finds many startling incidents 
connected with your Church, not only in the past when it was 
supreme as the sole representative of the Christian religion, 
but even in recent times when, though its claims have not 
been abandoned, its influence has declined and its power has 
been crippled. The rulers of the Church in times past, as now, 
claimed divine sanction for their acts. That is one of the 
corollaries of the dogma of Papal infallibility which became 
a law for all time, past, present and future, when the decree 
was passed by the Vatican Council in Rome in 1870. By that 
decree the head of your Church, the Pope, is now, always was, 
and ever will be, infallible in faith and morals. The Son of 
God said He was the way, the truth and the life—that is, that 
He was infallible——which is one of the divine attributes. So 
am I, as His vicar, infallible, says the Pope, and so were all 
my predecessors. The present Pope may be what the world 
calls a good man, as every person has the right to be so 
accounted until it is proved that he is otherwise, according to 
the legal maxim: No one is presumed to be bad until it is 
proved against him. Well, the verdict of history is that many 
Popes were very bad men, monsters of iniquity, incarnate 
devils, who were guilty of every possible crime; and there 
was no evidence that such demons repented before death. It 
is one of the glories of the Christian religion that the promise 
of pardon and peace from God continues for every human 


being who will repent and turn to Him for mercy. 


While the lamp holds out to burn, 
The vilest sinner may return. 

But those wicked Popes, like Alexander VI, did not repent; 
indeed, many of them were pagans pure and simple, without 
any faith in God or man. And yet they were infallible, ac- 
cording to the teaching of vour Church. Let him be anathema 
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who denies it, formally declared the Vatican Council. If a 
Roman Catholic should tell you, Cardinal, in confession, while 
kneeling to vou and reciting his sins, that he did not believe 
in Papal infallibility, present or past, you could not give him 
absolution; and if he died without being absolved he would 
be damned. The penitent who would be frightened at being 
sent away unshriven might say to you: 


“Forget that I spoke to vou about infallibility, and give me 


absolution for my other sins, for which | am heartily sorry.” 


“Tl cannot do that,” you would reply; “infallibility is part 
of our creed, a link in the chain of faith which binds all Cath 
olics. Go away; | cannot give you absolution, you are a 
heretic.” 

\n ordinary priest—and perhaps yourself—would ‘alk of 
such a case in converse with other confessors, for it is a com 
mon experience among priests to relate unusual incidents that 
have occurred in the confessional. Usually the names of per 
sons are not mentioned; hence the seal of confession is not 
broken. But occasions arise when priests reveal what is told 
them in confession. Such was the case last month when the 
Pope himself was the recipient of the secrets told in the con 
fessional, 

The following despatch appeared in the New York Sun, 
\pril 18th, one of the great metropolitan papers which can be 


said to be always favorable to your Church. It was headed: 


**Priest Turns Methodist, After Excommunication 
of Modernist Friends”’ 


Rome, April 17, 1911.—Much surprise has been caused here 
by the announcement that Father Verdesi, a well-known 
young Roman priest who was formerly secretary to Cardinal 
Martinelli, has left the Catholic Church and joined the Meth- 
odist Church here. His cause for so doing, according to his 
own statement, is that his confessor, a Jesuit priest of the 
name of Bricarelli, and the Pope violated the secrets of his 
confession, 

Verdesi says that he asked his confessor to absolve him from 
the sin of frequenting the company of five Roman priests who 
were secretly allied with the Modernists. His confessor in 
sisted that he reveal their names and at last forced him to 
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write a statement inculpating his companions of the heresy 
of Modernism. Bricarelli, he declares, submitted the docu- 
ment to the Pope, who at once excommunicated the accused 
men. ‘Two of them were professors of theology in pontifical 
coileges here. 

Bricarelli denies coercing Verdesi, insisting that the latter 
voluntarily authorized him to report the matter to the Pope. 

! confess I was shocked when I read that. I was not sur- 
prised, for I know you all too well to be surprised at anything 
bishops and priests might do. But that the Pope himself 
should be guilty of such a base and cowardly act was shocking 
to every person of refinement. It is a cardinal principle of all 
professional men, clergymen, doctors and lawyers, that the 
confidence reposed in them in their professional capacity 
should be respected. The ethics of the professions require this 
and the courts of ali civilized countries will sustain the pro- 
fessional man who refuses to disclose to the detriment of 
others the knowledge he has acquired in the exercise of his 
calling. Loss of caste is the smallest penalty incurred by a 
man who betrays the confidence reposed in him. He is ruined 
in his business, and he is shunned by all decent people. Even 
while I am writing a bill has been introduced in the Legis- 
lature of this State making it a penal offense for stenographers 
to give to others copies of the private letters of employers. 
The feeling of repugnance for such a betrayal of trust is in- 
stinctive. If this be the case in the ordinary course of human 
affairs, how much more abominable is the betrayal of the 
secrets of the confessional! 

Your Church teaches, Cardinal, that the priest in hearing 
confessions is in the place of Christ—sacerdos alter Christus, 
the priest another Christ—and the deluded people who open 
their hearts and tell their most secret thoughts and actions 
believe that what they confess to him shall not be revealed 
to others. You and I know, Cardinal, and so does every man 
who has officiated as a priest, that the people are deceived in 
this matter. Among themselves, priests constantly refer to 
what they have heard in confessions. But this case in Rome 


is out of the ordinary. Let us analyze it. 


Here was a learned young priest going to confession when 
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his conscience troubled him. I presume he had confessed the 
ordinary sins of a priest—the temptations that had beset him 
and those to which he had yielded. I need not specify them, 
though it might enlighten the people to learn that a priest’s 
sins are much like their own—only more so. They are more 
tempted and have no more power of resistance than other 
men. This young priest chose as his confessor a Jesuit who, 
he thought, would be a safe guide for his conscience. Ordi 
narily the Jesuit would have absolved him without question, 
no matter what the sins might be. But when he learned that 
the penitent was intimate with some Modernist priests he 
demanded to know who they were. When he refused to tell 
their names, the Jesuit said he would not grant absolution 
Then pressure was brought to bear upon the penitent—you 
know how that is done, Cardinal—and he yielded. He had 
no idea that the confessor would break the seal of confession 
and reveal what had been communicated on such a solemn 
occasion. But this is what the Jesuit did, and this is what 
vou and every zealous Papal agent would do where the in 
terests of the Roman Church are concerned. There is neither 
honor nor honesty among you when there is danger to the 
Church. Neither promises nor oaths are binding upon you. 
So the Jesuit told the Pope the names of the Modernist priests 
which the penitent was forced to write on a slip of paper, 
and the “holy father” excommunicated them. You remember, 
Cardinal, when one of the Paulist Fathers of this city revealed 
the confession of a brother Paulist who had broken his “vow 
of celibacy.” The New York Sun, September 14, 1903, pub 
lished full details of the disgusting incident. 

In Purcell’s “Life of Cardinal Manning,” published by Mac 
millan and Company, we read that during the Vatican Council 
at Rome in 1870 Manning had obtained a dispensation from 
Pope Pius [X. releasing him from the oath of secrecy which 
all the prelates attending the Council had to take. Manning’s 
purpose was to communicate what transpired at the secret 
sessions of the Council to Odo Russell, who for twelve years 
had been the British diplomatic resident at the Vatican. I 
quote from Purcell, Vol. II, page 434: 

“To facilitate communication, Archbishop Manning and Mr 
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(do Russell used to meet during the session of the Council 
every Saturday—a day on which the Vatican Fathers kept 


holiday—and take long walks outside the walls of Rome. 


Manning gave his weekly report of the work of the Council 
to Mr. Odo Russell for the enlightenment and guidance of 
lord Clarendon, the [english Secretary for Foreign Affairs ; 
and Mr. Odo Russel! on his part communicated to Archbishop 
Manning the latest intrigues of the party of Dr. Dollinger, the 
most active leader of which in Rome was Lord Acton. 

“Archbishop Marning had positive knowledge that Lord 
\cton was in constant communication with Mr. Gladstone 
supplying him with information hostile to the Council, ‘poison 
ing his mind,’ as Archbishop Manning phrased it, against 
Papal Infallibilitvy and the Pope’s friends and supporters.” 

Thus Manning, sturdy Englishman though he was, and for- 
mer archdeacon in the Anglican Church, broke his oath and 
betrayed the secrets of the Council. All through the history of 
the Roman Church we find the same treachery, duplicity and 
insincerity among the ecclesiastics, high and low. Thank God, 
the people of every country are learning what an abominable 
system Romanism is, and they will come out of it, like this 
voung priest in Rome, and the hundreds of priests who in 
recent vears have renounced your Church and became Prot- 
estant Christians. 

Yours truly, 
~ James A. O’Connor. 
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